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"I was particularly impressed with topics  - how every word is important, structure and style 
make up for most of your writing, impressive title adds to the curiosity level and finally the 
layout style. Many of these were new to me and I thank the workshop for this! 

Jawaid Sir, Madhu Sir and Venkat Sir (arranged alphabetically) a very dedicated group, added a 
lot of wisdom content and we salute them all. 

Lastly, the workshop provided a very conducive environment, a committed group of youngsters 
as my co-learners in a very inspiring ambience - giving the confidence that we, in fact, can 
produce documents under pressure 

Food/Chai paani were great! Thanks everybody!" 

arati  karekatte  
 

"I thank IISER, Pune and Vigyan Prasar, New Delhi for giving me the opportunity to participate 
in this workshop. I say thanks to the legends K P MADHU, DR T V VENKATESWARAN  and HASAN 
JAVED from whom I learned much. 

I appreciate the workshop designers who selected the participants with wide range of 
variations like age, gender, regional, experience, professional etc.   This workshop has given me 
a lot of exposure, it even changed my perception towards reading and writing. 

Ø I learned the difference between News item, feature & story writing. 
Ø I understood about the format and structure. Mentors exposed very minute things too while 
dealing the issues of media communication. This is a very good exposure to science world. 
Ø Editing is one of the key factors for every presentation. That we learned from this workshop. 
Especially Dr T V V & Dr Hasan gave us very wide knowledge regarding this. The tips they have 
given are ever useful. 
Ø Every presentation given by K P M & Dr T V V   are eye openers to me . 
Ø Fast reading, intensive study, access to modern techniques, access to the knowledge of 
computer using, authenticity, target group, localized factors are the essential tools that  science 
writer must  keep in his/her mind before writing. This I learned & understood  from this 
workshop.  
The logistics that they provided us are very much satisfactory. 
Ø Technical session must be included regarding web search, use, etc. 
Ø By fixing the target group ask to write the features.   
Ø The follow up is essential, so in future too, we need your help. 
Thank you! 

Gouse Basha Shaik 
 



Science writing workshop @ IISER Pune organised by Vigyan Prasar! When I got the 
information, was eager to know about this. Once the process started , the online interaction 
and group discussions and all it took off in an interesting manner. Then came the selection to 
the workshop - which further pumped the excitement. 

Initially I was  worried a little bit, to spent 2 weeks here. But once when we came  up here and 
started the FLIGHT along with our PILOT  Mr KP Madhu and CO PILOT (and some time as pilot 
also) Dr TV V, we found the Journey is quite amazing. And the proper intervention of Mr Hassan 
 as the CONTROLLER also helped us in this flight. 

I enjoyed  these 10 days by learning lot many tools and techniques which now enables us in 
communicating Science to Media and Public. 

By doing the project of preparing News and articles and when we ourselves laid it out and 
printed we gone thru the excitement-pressure- and joy pipe. 

Yes now, at the end of this flight, I have to say Pranams to the entire organisers and thank you 
for the wonderful arrangements @ IISER  and Putting my hands together in front of our (3)-
GURU Moorthis. 

Finally, a lovely Group of 10 participants each really supported each other whenever needed, 
hope let us maintain this strong relationship for the science communication. 

And one suggestion to Vigyan Prasar and IISER is to conduct some review/refresher 
programmes  for the participants, later, to update and upgrade and maintain the active Science 
reports. 

I am confident of  saying that I am a Science Communicator : 

P. Devaraj, cosmicmaths@gmail.com  
 

The workshop helped me to improve my reading and writing skills. As a researcher, we used to 
write in a monotonic way. Now I couldn’t believe that, the same fact I can present in interesting 
manner.  I also learnt how to crack the paper from different domain by simple technique of 
breaking a paragraph into small simpler meaningful sentences. This technique will help me to 
understand any complicated research paper from any domain in just few hours. 

On day-1, I selected the paper about chemical fingerprints in mother-offspring recognition. It 
gave me the idea can we built the chemical suits for Army for tracking the troops lost in forest? 
I think there are lots of things, that can be explored by carrying out an interdisciplinary 
research. This workshop gave me this new insight for my future work. 

Madhu Sir’s endless efforts to convey the content in interesting manner inspired us.  Dr 
Venkateswaran’s comment helped me to think that we should state the facts which have some 
evidence and not because just others claim. The materials shared by him will help me to reveal 
interesting facts. At the same time, Hasan Sir’s Comments helped me to believe on my writing 
style on technology; as this is a new experience for me. Believe me, this is the first time in my 
life when I have written news, articles and poem too. 



Finally, I would like to suggest that if the workshop can focus on technology also then many 
engineers can also participate. At the end, I promise myself to read at least one science 
article/news/novels. I would like to develop my unique writing style. Hats off to Madhu Sir’s 
effort, totally involved with participants, the passion about his work and calmly dealing with 
any unexpected events that may occur during the sessions etc. I need to put the same efforts 
for my upcoming conference NCECE-2016. Although, I am a person with few words, now atleast 
I have learnt to express myself by writing. Thanks for this workshop. 

Thanks a lot, 

Dr. Sunita Dhavale, 
Defence Institute Advanced Technology (DIAT), DRDO, Girinagar, Pune 411025 India 

 
"This workshop has been a very enlightening experience overall. I would like to thank Vigyan 
Prasar for this initiative. I was always interested in Science Journalism from my college days 
(around 20 years back) but somehow, did not find the opportunity for it. After having had 
research and teaching experience through my PhD and post-doc work, I was floundering to find 
an avenue for being a science communicator. This workshop has shown the light in that 
respect. Now, I know that there are more ways than one in being able to work for science in 
India and to bring it within reach of the public by scientific expression in common parlance.  For 
the sake of keeping it lucid, I would delineate certain aspects of the workshop. 

Strengths: 
1) The Trainers: K P Madhu & TV Venkateswaran were excellent in the presentation of their 
sessions. The matter was conveyed at a very good pace while being easy to take on board 
though the usage of anecdotes, stories etc. They along with Hasan Jawaid Khan were very 
approachable and ensured that each participant got individual feedback. 
2) The Preamble: KP Madhu ensured that the participants were drawn into subject well before 
the on-site workshop by initiating interesting discussions on email and by providing links to 
many informative sources. 
3) The Participants: They were drawn from a wide range of academic backgrounds and ages 
that brought varied perspectives to the table. As a result, the discussions and the workshop 
output too has been quite wide-ranging. 
4) The Course material:  Was excellent and all provided for future reference. The emphasis on 
style, structure, referencing, pace, expression, identifying the target group etc was very 
informative and well conveyed. 
5) The Writing Exercises: Were very useful including the opportunity to edit each other's work. 
The course input would have been quite useless if we hadn't had the opportunity to do actual 
writing exercises with immediate feedback from the aforementioned experts and the invaluable 
advice from Hassan Javaid Khan. 
6) Resources: Information on different reading resources was conveyed. It was also quite 
interesting to see how expression and style can be affected by reading widely and applying 
ideas from all sorts of sources. 
Drawbacks: 



Samples of writing: It would have been useful to actually discuss a few more samples of writing 
across different media. We were shown how to edit on only a couple of pieces. The structure, 
style and pace of some more would have been useful.  

- Megha Nivsarkar 
 

The Science Writing workshop was a wonderful experience. It was fantastic to get a low down 
on the process of writing, starting from scratch. The tips for searching and researching will 
certainly improve my speed and efficiency. The bottom-up process was useful in clarifying the 
various steps of writing. Discussions about structure, form and editing have improved my 
understanding of the nitty-gritty of the process. There are things that one does subconsciously 
or intuitively while writing, the way these were enunciated point-wise in the workshop has 
helped clarify my thoughts as well as approach towards writing. The emphasis on target 
audience and focus was especially well-taken. The breadth as well as depth of knowledge of 
both the mentors and their passion to share it was truly amazing. It was enriching to interact 
with participants from diverse backgrounds – and age groups – each with their own 
perspective. 

I wish there was a greater opportunity to interact with Mr. Jawed Hassan. Even more one-to-
one feedback would be great. Though I do understand that science writing is something to be 
done for passion, most of the participants are at a stage where making a career choice is 
critical. For the next workshop, it would be great if this financial aspect could be addressed. An 
analysis of capability and frank opinion on whether or not each one ought to pursue this as a 
career, would be highly appreciated. Even if it may not possible to make a living entirely from 
science writing to start with, it would be great to know about specific opportunities that one 
can have. 

Thank you very much for this wonderful experience! 
-Apurva Barve 

 
For all of the last two weeks we have been thinking, talking and even dreaming of science 
writing! Thank you for arranging this very beneficial workshop on science writing. It was well 
organised and structured to help us, the participants make the most of this immersive 
experience. 

It was a great opportunity, to meet and interact with expert editors as well as other aspiring 
science communicators. I learnt a lot of the nitty gritties of the field of science writing. So far I 
thought of writing as an organic process, but I have now learnt that it is an organised process, 
which, when done systematically, can make one more efficient and effective as a writer. 

We had some really informative sessions on everything from choosing topics, to research, to 
writing and editing the stories. I enjoyed the peer editing sessions and felt there should have 
been such a step for the feature articles as well! It also would have been great if the expert 
editors made their comments and edits in the presence of the group so that everyone would 
benefit from the pooled review, rather than getting only one’s own feature reviewed. 

 



I felt that the workshop was rather fast paced during the first week and slowed down 
somewhat during the second week. I would also appreciate the opportunity to interact with a 
few more industry experts the next time. 

And last but not the least, thanks for the well organised meals and chai breaks that fuelled our 
frenetic activity. 

Madhura Joglekar 
 
My writing prior the workshop was extremely dry and academic. It still needs a lot of 
improvement but now I have clear directions on how to approach the problem, how to identify 
the questions, where to look and what to write such so that it may resonate with the public or 
rather the target group. 

The sessions were conducted in a very engaging manner. The workshop gave me a valuable 
insight into search and the correct way to research. There is so much to writing that I never 
thought of—a different science behind it: what to include what to chisel—the structure. There 
are tools I was aware of but found them cumbersome to use and then there are these simple 
tricks to writing. I learnt how to use them to make life a lot easier. The ‘deadlines’ helped to 
finish an article in a given period of time (which was always 30 minutes more than the 
deadline). Interaction with the instructors always-always used to bring out something new and 
interesting which has increased my knowledge about science, writing, general awareness by 
leaps and bounds. Peer editing was also one of the interesting sessions since I could relate with 
the reader which gave me an insight on how to approach the writing.    

The drawback: More time should have been devoted to layout (one day more); our magazine 
would have looked better. Pitching the stories to editors could have been given more time:  I 
was also looking forward to convincing the magazine producer to include the article in the 
magazine and negotiate the word limit with the editors. But then we were too caught up 
writing our feature stories - at least I was- to include that kind of a session.  

There are things I’ve taken from the workshop that can’t be learnt through any online 
programs. It has been a unique learning experience.   

Sarah Iqbal 
 

A great unforgettable experience here at IISER Pune !!!! Initially I thought writing is an easy job 
but now I realised that writing is really a laborious task. One has to really use his mind in writing 
. I learnt the correct techniques of writing in any topics here at IISER, Pune which I would not 
have got anywhere else. 

The efforts being given by our mentors such as K.P.Madhu Sir, Hasan Jawaid Khan Sir and T.V. 
Sir are praiseworthy. I appreciate them for their selfless dedication towards us.T.V Sir is really 
an inspiring person. He showed me the way to do ‘good works’ despite obstacles.His knowledge 
on India’s socio-economic, scientific, archaeological, geography as well as history is superb. I 
feel happy that he knows North-East properly which many people cannot recognise and don’t 
know where it is. Madhu Sir is a pleasing person. I am astounded by the way he speaks. His 
pronunciation is superb. I am totally impressed by his diction and a strong command over 



English language. Hasan Sir too, is an impressive person. I am amused by his peaceful nature. 
The selected participants are too friendly and cooperative during these ten days. 

Regarding my stay at the Guest House of IISER Pune it was amazing. I got whatever I demanded. 
The food being provided at the Guest House was fine but being from North East India I found it 
a little bit spicy . But it was delicious . Also I would have expected at least once Non-veg food in 
a week .  

The atmosphere at IISER Pune is ‘PURE’ as like Pune where the very word is derived from 
‘PUNYA BHOOMI’. There are many students pursuing BS-MS Courses at IISER Pune from Assam 
and they are extremely happy here. They are even unwilling to return to their homes but would 
like to continue their research work at either IISER Pune or IISc Bangalore. 

I am impressed by them too and it’s a positive message for all as they are getting attracted 
towards basic sciences rather than professional courses. 

Yesterday after my workshop when I googled through Science Media Centre of IISc  then 
instantly my mind  flooded with many ideas such as ‘Why can’t we establish  Science Media 
Centres in all the Research Labs/Universities/Private Research Labs of our country?’Since I am 
from Assam I would try my level best in bringing  the researches being done in the labs of 
Assam as well as North-East to the forefront of public . I want more Science Media Labs to be 
established in the entire North-East so that North East is scientifically connected to all. 

Even I also found that the IITs of India too don’t have Science Media Labs despite having 
Humanities and Social Sciences Department. They seriously lack this basic element in the 
endeavour for a’ Good Scientific Research’. 

Last but not the least I do see a hope . In future I believe there would be more Science Media 
Labs in India and I would definitely dedicate myself completely in setting up more Science 
Media Labs in India with the help of  more dedicated and energetic youth as like me and Kshitij. 

Prandeep Borthakur, Guwahati, Assam 
 

The Workshop was a unique and refreshing experience for writing science. I received a deep 
insight on what (title and topic), why, how, when (time relevant/latest) and where to write. 

The essential components needed to write were discussed. I learned to answer all 5 W’s and 1H 
in my writing. 

We need to write because we have much more science which is eventually not reported in 
media. 

Hasan Sir guided us on editing front. Inputs given from Madhu Sir and TV Sir are very-very 
useful; they all are to be practiced in long run. 

The ability to question, I am practicing. Structure of writing, for different pieces of writing, like 
newspaper report, short and long featured article, I have tried to understand. To keep a focus 
on the target group has been taught. 

If we could get to do more on the working front, it would have been better. 



I enjoyed a great hospitality from IISER Pune.  

I would like to thank our resource person, along with the organizers. 
Kshitij Singh  

 


